
“SNIPPETS”
FROM QUEENSLAND

MINUTES
July 15, 1927, marked the United meeting
of an “Interim Committee in connection
with the Women’s Missionary Societies
(Church)” in Brisbane.
160 women were present,
in St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church hall,
with representatives from Anglican,
Baptist, Church of Christ,
Congregational, Methodist, Presbyterian
and the Salvation Army.
Mrs John Thomson, President of the PWMU,
chaired the meeting and delegates
were appointed from the various
Missionary Societies.
Mrs Thomson went on to complete 10 years
as President. It was decided that meetings
be held annually and branches throughout
Queensland be urged to meet on
or near that date.

July 20, 1928, meetings held in Allora, Booval, Cairns, Bundaberg, Mackay, Rockhampton,
with 150 attending the latter. The city meeting went for 3 hours!

1929 Resolved – “In future meetings there would be 10-minute addresses and the meetings
be no longer than 2 hours.” “It was further agreed to unanimously follow the same format
as Canada.” After expenses the money was donated to the Bible Society.

1936 Mackay held its first United Prayer meeting in the Presbyterian church.

1937-1959 The Girl’s Missionary Committee
rallies continued alongside
the Brisbane United Prayer meetings.

1940 Over 300 attended the 13th Queensland
Annual Meeting afternoon session.
War years and the 15th AGM in 1941,
where the speaker, Miss McGrath
of Japan Rescue Mission spoke
of the “great need for prayer
for the Japanese Christian
who are being left to their own resources.
As our soldiers and airmen are sent
to protect our people in places
of threatened danger, so,
we should protect these Christians



October 1952 Constitution – Up until 1952 the Queensland unit had no constitution.
A simple one was adopted and along with a banking account –

“we feel we are a real orthodox committee.”

Each Eastern State had their own Committee, and it wasn’t until 1968 that a National
Committee was formed, with a National Constitution adopted
in Melbourne on 14 March 1968.

1953-1954 Technology or aging years??It was agreed to arrange
for the PWMU loudspeaker to be available for the 1953 World Day of Prayer service.
Services in Brisbane were only held in the city.

1954 saw the first meetings in suburban churches – Annerley, Chermside,
Graceville, Nundah, Stones Corner and Yeerongpilly.

1955 Following the February meeting the minutes recorded that
‘… it was definite that in future our speaker be limited to 10 minutes and
the Order of Service might be better entered into in a quiet unhurried spirit.’
Evidently women find it hard to limit themselves to 10 minutes as this was again
a topic of conversation in 1958!

1957 the Flying Doctors held a service in Cloncurry.

1958 Service from Australia: 75 country, 2 city and 12 suburban centres hosted meetings
with 9000 Orders of Service and 3500 invitations being printed.
Five years later, 24,000 Orders of Service were being sent out.

1959 Order of Service sent to Papua New Guinea was duplicated,
distributed and translated into different dialects.
By the late 1960’s orders of service were being sent
to PNG and New Hebrides missions. A Publicity Committee was formed.

1960’s as World Day of Prayer continued to grow it was agreed
to encourage the formation of local suburban and district committees.

50th Jubilee, a leaflet of the early history was compiled, however,
a copy does not seem to have remained.

March 1, 1981, an inaugural meeting of a Brisbane City Local Committee
was held in the Albert Street Uniting Church with representatives
from the Anglican Mothers’ Union, Churches of Christ CWF, Catholic Women’s
League, Salvation Army, Baptist CWF, St Andrew’s and Albert Street Uniting Churches,
Ann Street Presbyterian, Australian Church Women and the WDPQ
President, Miss F. Waugh, and committee members.

2020-2021 The Covid 19 Pandemic pushed us onto the electronic platform (Zoom)
for meetings. Queensland’s first Creative Workshop via Zoom was very successful.
Report and Remittance forms via email was introduced.

2023 This was further ‘updated’ to allow Groups to return their forms electronically.



We are so grateful for all offerings towards the Centenary Project - ‘Language Healing and
Hope’

- you are welcome to use PayID through your banking app and using our ABN 8422 9984
906
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