
Zimbabwe has the largest 
informal economy in Africa (as 
a percentage of its economy), 
with more than 70 percent of its 
working class employed in this 
way. COVID-19 shutdowns have 
prevented people leaving their 
homes, meaning most of these 
people have now lost their ability 
to earn an income. 

With Zimbabwe already on the 
verge of economic collapse, the 
lockdown has only worsened an 
already desperate situation. To 
date, government support has 
focused on equipping hospitals 
rather than feeding people who 
can no longer earn an income 
through work.

Mothers of children with 
disabilities are generally part of 

the informal sector, with most 
having operated street stalls 
before the lockdown. Many of 
these women are single parents 
and were already struggling 
financially due to the additional 
costs of caring for children with 
disabilities – some who require 
round-the-clock support, ongoing 
medical attention, or special 
foods. Many of these women 
also face discrimination in their 
communities, and even at church, 
because of their children. 
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COVID-19 lockdowns in 
Zimbabawe have had a 
devastating effect on people 
operating informal businesses, 
like street stalls, with countless 
people now unable to earn an 
income to provide food for their 
families. For mothers of children 
with disabilities, the situation has 
been especially devastating, given 
many were already struggling to 
meet the higher costs of caring 
for their children as well as other 
family members. 

The Bible Society wants to 
provide a food hamper, Bible, 
hand sanitiser and face masks 
to 80 of these families to 
provide practical help and 
encouragement during this 
difficult time.

Overview Background & Need 

Impact

This project will provide hampers 
to 80 of these families, across 
five towns, during 2020. The 
hampers will contain essential 
food items like cooking oil, salt, 
sugar, tea, rice and beans to 
ensure mothers are still able to 



Impact (cont.)

• Pray for the mothers who will
be receiving a hamper; that it
would be a blessing to them
and their families, and help
them get through this difficult
time.

• Pray for a vaccine to be
developed for COVID-19 so
that people around the world
can live in safety and go back
to their normal lives.

• Pray for the mothers of
children with disabilities, in
Zimbabwe; that God would
give them the strength and
courage to get through each
day.

Prayer Needs
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feed their children while they’re 
unable to work. Hampers will 
also contain soap, toothpaste, a 
litre of hand sanitiser (per family), 
and face masks. Importantly, 
each family will also receive a 
Bible to support them spiritually 
through this difficult time and to 
encourage them in their faith. 

We know that families are 
spending a lot of time together, 
as they are confined to their 
homes, and that sharing a meal 
is one of the most common ways 
for families in Zimbabwe to bond. 
Our prayer is that these families 
will bond over meals cooked 
from items in these hampers and 
grow in their faith, as they share 
Scripture together. We pray that 

this time spent reading Scripture 
would also empower them in 
their journey as mothers, and 
as family members, even after 
COVID-19 restrictions have been 
lifted.

Testimonies

“I would like to thank Bible 
Society of Zimbabwe and their 
friends for recognising the 
challenges we face as mothers 
caring for disabled children. 
The assistance which has 
been extended to my family is 
overwhelming… 

“To those who have extended 
their hand to us, may God be 
with them.” 

– Mrs E Musiyambiri.


