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Taiwan: Immigrant Brides and

their Families

In 2023, Bible Society Taiwan will partner
with World Day of Prayer to promote the
wellbeing of brides immigrating to Taiwan
and their families. The team plans to
engage with these families directly,
helping them assimilate and extending to

them God'’s offer of reconciliation in Christ.

The cultural and economic context of
Taiwan forms the backdrop for this
project, and the challenges faced by
immigrants. Taiwan'’s fertility rate is
estimated as the world’s lowest. By 2010,
the fertility rate had fallen below one child
per woman and has been declared a
national crisis. The National Development
Council forecasts that Taiwan will become
‘superaged’ in 2025, threatening national
living standards, employment, retirement
income, economic health and military
vulnerability. Yet, low-income growth
relative to property prices has increased
the real cost of having children.
Pregnancy discrimination further
discourages childbirth, with maternity
leave sometimes leading to demotion, pay
cuts or even job loss.

They will also act as a positive influence
within the cultural and economic
challenges of Taiwan.

As a result, in the last 30 years, hundreds
of thousands of brides have immigrated
from China and Southeast Asia and have
borne children. Yet in Taiwan they face
many challenges, both economic, cultural
and personal.

These families face language barriers and
cultural differences as citizens of a new
community. The women also face marital
inequality, parenting issues, lack of
education in marriage law, conflict with
spouses and in-laws and a resulting high
risk of domestic violence.

The Bible has much to offer women and
families facing these challenges,
especially its teaching on the hope of the
Gospel, the goodness and fruitfulness of
love and the joy of having children.
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Bible Society Taiwan aim to obey and
honour Jesus by reaching out with the
gospel across cultural differences, making
disciples of all nations, and loving their
neighbours as themselves. They plan to
connect with foreign families through
churches, communities, the private sector
and government agencies, helping
immigrants learn to live in Taiwan and
extending Jesus’ offer of eternal
citizenship in the Kingdom of God.

The team also aims to be a force for
positive change, promoting higher value
for familial love and the joy of having
children. Through the project, local
churches will be equipped to provide
immigrant families the hope of the gospel,
help navigating life’s challenges and a
home where they are welcomed and
loved. Government agencies, the private

The total number this project aims to
impact is 541,000. This number is
informed by the number of immigrant
brides over the last decades. The
impact of this project will be seen on
two levels: in the lives of individuals and
in broader society. Families will be
equipped to navigate cultural obstacles
like language barriers and will be safer
and more welcome in Taiwan. They will
learn the biblical perspective on
marriage, parenting and children,
leading to a flourishing family life with
safe and happy marriages for immigrant
women. God willing, many families will
find eternal citizenship in the Kingdom

sector and churches will be empowered
to serve these immigrant neighbours
faithfully and fruitfully.

Bible Society Taiwan will engage and
provide financial support to help local
churches as they visit and welcome
foreign brides and their families. As well
as supporting them in daily life, inviting
them to join in church activities, and
hosting Family Days, Bible Society will
provide Bible based resources to the
immigrant brides, support groups and a
Bible Study app which can be accessed
from anywhere. As the project
progresses, Bible Society Taiwan will
provide free children’s Bibles and Bible
resources, giving every child the
opportunity to experience the Bible and
share it together as a family, promoting
positive parenting and family
relationships.

of God through the Lord Jesus.

The project will encourage other
agencies to accommodate immigrant
families, such as encouraging schools to
develop Mandarin classes in the
Chinese literacy program and churches
to provide afterschool care programs to
support the children of immigrants in
their academic pursuits.

The greatest impact will be obeying and
imitating Jesus in Taiwan, presenting
the gospel of grace and caring for the
lowly and oppressed.

* Please pray for God's guidance and blessings for Bible Society

Taiwan.

+ Pray that they will be a positive influence in Taiwan, addressing the
issues faced by the country and its immigrant families.

« Pray that these families will adjust well to Taiwanese culture, embrace
the joy of children and come to know the love of God in Jesus.
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